
Sussex County area crime statistics

Population Violent % of Murder Forcible Robbery Aggravated Property % of Burglary Larceny Motor vehicle Arson
crime violent rape assault crime property theft theft

County 2007
2006
2005

Bethany Beach 2007 947            3 0.3% 0 0 0 3 142 15.0% 9 133 0 0
2006 964            9 0.9% 0 1 1 7 148 15.4% 21 127 0 0
2005 961            1 0.1% 0 0 0 1 134 13.9% 17 116 1 1
2003 912            4 0.4% 0 0 0 4 104 11.4% 7 97 0 0

Blades 2007 1,006        0 0.0% 0 0 0 0 5 0.5% 2 3 0 0
2006 1,011        4 0.4% 0 1 0 3 23 2.3% 5 18 0 0
2005 1,007        4 0.4% 0 0 0 4 25 2.5% 4 20 1 0
2003 986            6 0.6% 0 0 2 4 12 1.2% 5 7 0 0

Bridgeville 2007 1,597        20 1.3% 0 0 4 16 64 4.0% 13 50 1 0
2006 1,597        12 0.8% 0 0 0 12 63 3.9% 15 47 1 0
2005 1,586        12 0.8% 0 0 2 10 12 0.8% 4 7 1 0

Dagsboro 2007 566            0 0.0% 0 0 0 0 26 4.6% 4 21 1 0
2006 562            0 0.0% 0 0 0 0 6 1.1% 2 4 0 0
2005 557            0 0.0% 0 0 0 0 1 0.2% 0 1 0 0

Delmar 2007 1,498        5 0.3% 0 0 1 4 61 4.1% 14 47 0 0
2006 1,500        6 0.4% 0 2 1 3 71 4.7% 25 43 3 0
2005 1,492        5 0.3% 0 0 1 4 60 4.0% 12 46 2 0
2003 1,454        7 0.5% 0 0 0 7 83 5.7% 19 63 1 0

Dewey Beach 2007 313            17 5.4% 0 1 0 16 53 16.9% 11 42 0 0
2006 315            21 6.7% 0 1 1 19 92 29.2% 22 69 1 1
2005 314            17 5.4% 0 4 3 10 46 14.6% 3 42 1 0

Ellendale 2007 348            0 0.0% 0 0 0 0 0 0.0% 0 0 0 0
2006 348            2 0.6% 0 0 0 2 6 1.7% 1 5 0 0
2005 346            0 0.0% 0 0 0 0 7 2.0% 2 5 0 0
2003 337            2 0.6% 0 0 0 2 8 2.4% 1 7 0 0

Fenwick Island 2007 359            1 0.3% 0 0 0 1 14 3.9% 1 13 0 0
2006 361            0 0.0% 0 0 0 0 1 0.3% 0 1 0 0



2005 361            1 0.3% 0 0 0 1 2 0.6% 0 1 1 0
Georgetown 2007 4,964        94 1.9% 1 8 42 43 243 4.9% 81 152 10 0

2006 4,969        84 1.7% 0 6 28 50 226 4.5% 52 164 10 1
2005 4,928        95 1.9% 0 10 28 57 246 5.0% 61 176 9 0
2003 4,810        75 1.6% 0 5 27 43 269 5.6% 89 169 11 0

Greenwood 2007 891            2 0.2% 0 0 0 2 19 2.1% 7 12 0 0
2006 893            3 0.3% 0 0 2 1 21 2.4% 2 19 0 0
2005 890            0 0.0% 0 0 0 0 34 3.8% 5 24 5 0
2003 858            8 0.9% 0 1 0 7 58 6.8% 13 43 2 0

Laurel 2007 3,842        72 1.9% 0 8 22 42 174 4.5% 26 138 10 1
2006 3,867        69 1.8% 0 5 11 53 207 5.4% 43 149 15 1
2005 3,854        39 1.0% 0 7 8 24 180 4.7% 53 124 3 0
2003 3,764        61 1.6% 0 3 4 54 226 6.0% 39 171 16 0

Lewes 2007 3,137        2 0.1% 0 0 1 1 56 1.8% 24 32 0 0
2006 3,153        3 0.1% 0 1 0 2 109 3.5% 41 66 2 0
2005 3,141        7 0.2% 0 2 4 1 70 2.2% 16 51 3 0
2003 3,030        3 0.1% 0 0 0 3 43 1.4% 4 38 1 0

Millsboro 2007 2,532        24 0.9% 0 0 1 23 146 5.8% 26 117 3 0
2006 2,535        13 0.5% 0 1 4 8 144 5.7% 45 93 6 0
2005 2,520        28 1.1% 0 4 2 22 130 5.2% 29 94 7 0
2003 2,450        21 0.9% 0 0 3 18 104 4.2% 30 71 3 0

Ocean View 2007 1,109        4 0.4% 0 2 0 2 31 2.8% 12 18 1 0
2006 1,107        6 0.5% 0 1 0 5 34 3.1% 14 18 2 0
2005 1,098        3 0.3% 0 0 0 3 34 3.1% 14 19 1 1
2003 1,031        1 0.1% 0 0 0 1 37 3.6% 23 14 0 0

Rehoboth Beach 2007 1,562        15 1.0% 0 0 4 11 245 15.7% 49 194 2 0
2006 1,574        13 0.8% 0 4 1 8 235 14.9% 25 206 4 0
2005 1,568        15 1.0% 0 1 7 7 215 13.7% 32 180 3 1
2003 1,515        15 1.0% 0 1 5 9 176 11.6% 37 136 3 0

Seaford 2007 7,121        78 1.1% 1 2 28 47 414 5.8% 97 302 15 0
2006 7,080        82 1.2% 2 6 32 42 409 5.8% 79 318 12 0
2005 7,049        60 0.9% 1 4 8 47 384 5.4% 61 308 15 1
2003 6,943        54 0.8% 0 8 16 30 442 6.4% 74 360 8 3

Selbyville 2007 1,761        8 0.5% 0 0 1 7 67 3.8% 22 44 1 0



2006 1,763        7 0.4% 0 0 1 6 51 2.9% 11 39 1 0
2005 1,751        6 0.3% 0 0 1 5 39 2.2% 4 35 0 1
2003 1,707        5 0.3% 0 0 0 5 52 3.0% 8 41 3 0

South Bethany 2007 516            1 0.2% 0 0 0 1 13 2.5% 1 12 0 0
2006 520            0 0.0% 0 0 0 0 8 1.5% 1 7 0 0
2005 518            2 0.4% 0 0 0 2 7 1.4% 0 7 0 0
2003 498            3 0.6% 0 0 0 3 10 2.0% 0 10 0 0

* County statistics are from the unincorporated areas of the county.  Source: U.S. Dept. of Justice‐FBI
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September 15, 2008 

 
FBI Releases its 2007 Crime Statistics 

 
Washington—After rising for two straight years, the estimated number of violent crimes 
in the Nation declined from the previous year’s total.  The declining trend continued for 
property crimes, as those offenses were down for the fifth year in a row.     
 
Statistics released today by the FBI show that the estimated volume of violent crime was 
down 0.7 percent, and the estimated volume of property crime decreased 1.4 percent in 
2007 when compared with 2006 figures.  The estimated rate of violent crime was 466.9 
occurrences per 100,000 inhabitants (a 1.4 percent decrease from the 2006 rate), and the 
estimated rate of property crime was 3,263.5 per 100,000 inhabitants (a 2.1 percent 
decline). 
 
The FBI presented these data today in the 2007 edition of Crime in the United States, a 
statistical compilation of offense and arrest data as reported by law enforcement agencies 
throughout the Nation.  The FBI collected these data via the Uniform Crime Reporting 
(UCR) Program. 
 
The UCR Program gathers offense data for violent and property crimes.  Violent crimes 
are the offenses of murder and nonnegligent manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, and 
aggravated assault; property crimes are the offenses of burglary, larceny-theft, motor 
vehicle theft, and arson.  The Program also collects arrest data for violent and property 
crimes as well as 21 additional offenses that include all other offenses except traffic 
violations.   
 
In 2007, more than 17,700 city, county, college and university, state, tribal, and federal 
agencies voluntarily participated in the UCR Program.  These agencies represented  
94.6 percent of the Nation’s population.  A summary of the crime statistics presented in 
Crime in the United States, 2007, follows: 
 
$ There were an estimated 1,408,337 violent crimes reported nationwide in 2007. 
 
$ All four of the violent crime offenses declined in 2007 when compared with 

figures from 2006.  The estimated number of forcible rapes declined 2.5 percent;  
the estimated number of murders and nonnegligent manslaughters dropped 0.6 
percent; and the estimated number of aggravated assaults also decreased by 0.6 
percent.  The estimated number of robberies decreased 0.5 percent in 2007 when 
compared with 2006 data. 

  
$ There were an estimated 9,843,481 property crimes, excluding arson, reported 

nationwide in 2007.  (Though the FBI classifies arson as a property crime, it does 
not estimate arson data because of variations in the level of participation at the 
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agency level.  Consequently, arson is not included in the estimated property  
crime total.)   

 
$ Each of the property crimes also declined in 2007.  Motor vehicle theft decreased 

8.1 percent when 2007 data were compared with the 2006 data.  The estimated 
number of larceny-thefts decreased 0.6 percent, and the estimated number of 
burglaries declined 0.2 percent. 

 
$ In 2007 victims of property crimes, excluding arson, collectively lost an estimated 

$17.6 billion. 
 
$ The FBI estimated that law enforcement agencies nationwide made 14,209,365 

arrests in 2007, excluding those for traffic offenses. 
 
$ The arrest rate for violent crime was 200.2 arrests per 100,000 inhabitants; for 

property crime, the rate was 544.1 arrests per 100,000 inhabitants. 
 
$ The rate of arrests for murder and nonnegligent manslaughter in 2007 was 4.5 per 

100,000 in population.  The rate of arrests for forcible rape was 7.7; for robbery, 
42.9; and for aggravated assault, 145.1. 

 
$ Of the property crimes, law enforcement made 101.5 arrests for burglary for each 

100,000 in population, 398.0 for larceny-theft, 39.5 for motor vehicle theft, and 
5.1 for arson. 

 
In addition to offense and arrest data, Crime in the United States, 2007, contains 
information regarding the staffing levels of more than 14,600 city, county, state, college 
and university, and tribal law enforcement agencies as of October 31, 2007.  These 
agencies reported that, collectively, they employed 699,850 sworn officers and  
318,104 civilians, which was a rate of 3.6 employees for each 1,000 inhabitants. 
 
Note:  Caution Against Ranking—Each year when Crime in the United States is 
published, some entities use reported figures to compile rankings of cities and 
counties.  These rough rankings provide no insight into the numerous variables that mold 
crime in a particular town, city, county, state, or region.  Consequently, they lead to 
simplistic and/or incomplete analyses that often create misleading perceptions adversely 
affecting communities and their residents.  Valid assessments are possible only with 
careful study and analysis of the range of unique conditions affecting each local law 
enforcement jurisdiction.  The data user is, therefore, cautioned against comparing 
statistical data of individual reporting units from cities, metropolitan areas, states, or 
colleges or universities solely on the basis of their population coverage or student 
enrollment. 
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