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beaches

the beach area of fenwick island is its
biggest tourism draw

recent improved dune crossings have
made the beaches more accessible

fenwick island’s beaches are
threatened by coastal erosion at a rate
of up to four feet per year, one of the
highest erosion rates along the entire
atlantic coast

beach replenishment projects are
undertaken repeatedly to preserve the
beach, rebuild the dunes, and protect
the town structures

natural environment
overview

the natural environment is the basis of
fenwick island’s community character and
economy

the natural environment that draws
residents and visitors to fenwick island is
also the biggest threat to the town’s exis-
tence

measures can be taken to balance
protection of the natural environment with
the need to protect development from the
destructive forces of the natural
environment

wildlife

fenwick island is located within the Inland Bays Ecosystem

inlang Bays Sub-Basin
the habitats in and around et

fenwick island support a variety o
of wildlife including beavers,
white-tailed deer, wild turkeys, { ) sy Ve
osprey, bald eagles, waterfowl,
shorebirds and numerous
species of shellfish
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water pollution, habitat

development and other human
disturbances are the greatest s
threats to wildlife wnriane

&

source: dnrec
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water quality

clean water is essential to wildlife,
the fragile ecosystems of fenwick
island, and fenwick island’s
residents and visitors

some past development practices
in fenwick island and the
surrounding region have had
negative impacts on water quality

poor water quality can lead to a
lack of drinking water, the closure
of beaches, harm to wildlife, and
severe financial impact to fenwick
island’s tourism economy

natural environment
key points

the working group noted that fenwick
island can act both locally and
regionally to protect its vital natural
environment

the waters and ecosystems
surrounding fenwick island have been
extensively studied resulting in an
abundance of information that is
available to guide planning decisions

state and federal programs and
funding sources exist to encourage
positive natural environment change

vegetation

very little undisturbed vegetation
remains in fenwick island

less than 1% of the town's land is
covered with trees

vegetation has many positive
benefits including acting as wind
breaks, providing wildlife habitat,
improving water quality and
creating aesthetic appeal

fenwick island is a challenging
growing environment where native
and/or hardy vegetation grows
best and with relatively little
maintenance

storm threats

fenwick island is the only town in
delaware that exists entirely in the
“100-year special flood hazard area”

much of the back barrier salt marshes
have been developed and stabilized

the town's built environment is
affected by flood plain construction
requirements and high water table
constraints

special construction methods and
evacuation routes help to protect
people and property from hurricanes
and nor'easters
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community character -
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